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What is Vocabulary?

Vocabulary learning is a key to success in L2 

learning. 

Vocabulary teaching focuses on 

❖the meanings of words, 

❖various forms 

so teachers should train learners on how to learn 

new vocabulary (Thornbury, 2002). 



Vocabulary teaching

The task of vocabulary teaching is a challenging 

one as teachers need to equip students with 

multiple forms, meanings, collocations, and usage 

of a word in order to develop their receptive and 

productive vocabulary skills (Nation, 1990, 2001).



TASK 1

What factors should teachers consider in teaching 

vocabulary? E.g. level of learners, familiarity, word 

frequency, etc.

What kind of approaches do your teachers use to 

teach vocabulary?



Approaches used in teaching new 

items of vocabulary

Drawing

songs
stories

riddles

puzzles

Learning a 

language

Aids in learning



Approaches used in teaching new 

items of vocabulary

Games

InterestingAmusing

Encourage and increase 

cooperation

Give practice in all language skills

A natural part of 

children’s world

Wonderful tool 



TASK 2

What strategies have you used as a 

language learner for learning vocabulary?



TASK 3

What activity types can we develop for the 

teaching of vocabulary for language 

learners?

Do your teachers encourage learners to use 

strategies for vocabulary learning? If so, 

how?



Vocabulary learning strategies

Oxford (1990)➔ Social, Memory, Cognitive, and 

Metacognitive strategies. 

Gu and Johnson (1996) ➔metacognitive, 

cognitive, memory and activation strategies. 

Nation (2001) ➔‘planning’, ‘source’ and 

‘processes’, each of which is divided into a subset 

of key strategies.

Schmitt (1997) ➔Determination, Social 

(Discovery), Social (Consolidation), Memory, 

Cognitive, Metacognitive



Vocabulary Learning Strategies 

(Schmitt, 1997)
A Taxonomy of Vocabulary Learning Strategies

Strategy Group

Strategies for the discovery of a new word’s meaning

DET Analyze part of speech

DET Analyze affixes and roots

DET Check for L1 cognate

DET Analyze any available pictures or gestures

DET Guess from textual context

DET Bilingual dictionary

DET Monolingual dictionary (e.g. English-English dictionary)

DET Word lists

DET Flash cards



A Taxonomy of Vocabulary Learning Strategies

Strategy Group

SOC (Discovery) Ask teacher for an L1 translation

SOC (Discovery) Ask teacher for paraphrase or synonym of new word

SOC (Discovery) Ask teacher for a sentence including the new word

SOC (Discovery) Ask teacher for meaning

SOC (Discovery) Discover new meaning through group work activity

SOC (Consolidation) Teacher checks students’ word lists for accuracy



A Taxonomy of Vocabulary Learning Strategies

Strategy Group

MEM Study word with a pictorial representation of its meaning



A Taxonomy of Vocabulary Learning Strategies

Strategy Group

MEM Say new word aloud when studying

MEM Underline initial letter of the word



A Taxonomy of Vocabulary Learning Strategies

Strategy Group



A Taxonomy of Vocabulary Learning Strategies

Strategy Group



A Taxonomy of Vocabulary Learning Strategies

Strategy Group

MET Use English-language media (songs, movies, newspaper, etc) 

MET Continue to study word over time



TASK 4

Does strategy use differ according to the level of 

students?



TASK 5

How can we integrate technology to vocabulary 

teaching?

How effective, do you think, are the tools we use in 

this school?



Techniques for teaching vocabulary

Word networks or associations



Visuword



Memory posters



Word puzzles



Making word games



Multiple-meaning presentations



Concordances
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